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MOVING IT  
For the record I grew up in Tasmania a small island about twice the size of Switzerland to the 

South of the Eastern end of Australia.  Given the latitude it was cold, but not, I keep thinking 

�D�V���F�R�O�G���D�V���&�D�Q�E�H�U�U�D���R�X�U���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�D�S�L�W�D�O���V�R�P�H�����������¶���D�E�R�Y�H���V�H�D���O�H�Y�H�O�������0�\���I�D�W�K�H�U���E�R�X�J�K�W���D��
brand new Chevrolet Fleetmaster all of £845 in 1948 when a Mark VI Bentley was £4200!  

The one thing that the Bentley had I remember was a heater.  In 1950 this was quite an 

innovation.  When we would go for a drive in Winter it was mandatory to take car rugs to 

cover our knees and feet and if you were driving, trying not to get your feet tangled in the 

rug. 

 

�+�H�D�W�H�U�V���D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���F�D�U�V���L�Q���W�K�D�W���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���L�Q���W�K�H�����������¶�V���D�V���I�R�R�W���Z�D�U�P�H�U�V���K�H�D�W�H�G���E�\��
exhaust gas.  Apart from the possibility of asphyxiation through leaking accessories there was 

probably the added danger of serious burns given the heat of exhaust.  Smiths of England 

apparently pioneered car heaters, using hot engine coolant, in the UK immediately after the 

Second World War.  They were known in the patent protection industry as air movement 

devices. 

 


