
1080 

 

 
 

                          Number 78        August, 2008 

 

 
 

 
The front end of our carsô engines are notoriously incontinent.  This is due to a quaint sealing arrangement 
between the two castings that close off the front of the engine.  The sealing material used hardens and shrinks 
and oil escapes ï all over the front mount.  If circumstances prevent correction of this leak and the mount is 
replaced, wrap it in stout plastic for protection.  In the above example the engine has been cleaned albeit too late 
ï the damage has been done. 

 

THE GAPING MAW 

 
It is amazing how many of our cars wander around the streets in this condition.  Typically 

this rather nice Bentley was polished, the leather cleansed and the rocker covers carefully 

wiped.  Yet the engine was not attached to the sub frame at least not in the front.  Engine 

mountings, originally invented by Studebaker, consist usually of a lump of very dense rubber 

seriously glued to mounting plates.  The serious gluing is the Achilles Heel of the fitting.  It is 

achieved by special vulcanising.  Quality control in manufacture is essential but does not 

always occur.  Back in the early eighties there was a batch of mountings sold for our cars 


