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KEEPING THE DRAINS OPEN  

 
There are no prizes for guessing what this is.  It is a vital part of one of the front legs of our 

post55 cars. Some owners describe the front suspension on their post55 cars as being 

Macpherson struts ï a design favoured by many manufacturers for ease of production and 

general efficiency.  This is not quite true. The cylindrical member running up through the 

front coil springs is simply a shock absorber with the extra task of supporting the front spring.  

In other words it is not a óstructuralô part of the spring.  You can remove the spring and shock 

absorber and move the car ï not very far mind you whereas with a Macpherson strut ï 

remove the strut and the whole vehicle spreads itself on the ground! 

 

The spring support seen above, slides over the shock absorber and sits on a simple circlip on 

the latterôs body.  The lip within the spring support can be seen just inside it above.  The only 

maintenance needed here is to keep those drain holes open.  Two of them can be seen here.  

They tend to fill up with gravel and dirt, the heat of the engine backs the resulting óplugô and 

road water simply fills the thing up. If you are in a cold weather area and suffer salt on the 

roads this situation can be speeded up by just filling the support with hydrochloric acid and 


